spread truth and non-violence among mankind in the place of
violence and falsehood in all walks of life. The law of
Satyagraha knows no defeat. Prison is one of the many ways
of spreading the message. But it has its limits. You have placed
me in a palace where every reasonable creature comfort is
ensured. I have freely partaken of the latter purely as a matter
of duty, never as a pleasure, in the hope that some day those
who have the power will realize that they have wronged inno-
cent men. I had given myself six months. The period is drawing
^to a close. So is my patience. The law of Satyagraha as I know
^t prescribes a remedy in such moments of trial. In a sentence
it is, 'Crucify the flesh by fasting.' That same law forbids its
use except as a last resort. I do not want to use it if I can
avoid it.
This is a way to avoid it. Convince me of my error or errors,
and I shall make ample amends. You can send for me or send
someone who knows your mind and can carry conviction. There
are many other ways if you have the will.
May I expect an early reply?
May the New Year bring peace to us all!
I am,
Your sincere friend,
M. K. Gandhi
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Personal
The Viceroy's House,
New Delhi, 13th Jan., 1943
Dear Mr. Gandhi,
r Thank you for your personal letter of December 31st, which
I have just received. I fully accept its personal character, and
I welcome its frankness. And my reply will be, as you would
wish it to be, as frank and as entirely personal as your letter
itself.
I was glad to have your letter, for, to be as open with you
as our previous relations justify, I have been profoundly
depressed during recent months first by the policy that was
Adopted by the Congress in August, secondly, because while that
jpolicy gave rise, as it was obvious it must, throughout the
country to violence and crime (I say nothing of the risks to
India from outside aggression) no word of condemnation for
that violence and crime should have come from you, or from
the Working Committee. When you were first at Poona I knew
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